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GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Quarterly  Grand  Communication. 

HELD  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 

JUNE  5TH,  1865,  A.  L.  5865. 

- - 

PRESENT: 

Bro.  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

‘‘  Richard  Vaux, 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

‘‘  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Edward  P.  Lescure, 

Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Peter  Williamson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  William  H.  Adams, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Robert  McCulloch, 

Assisting  Grand  Secretary. 

“  Francis  H.  Jackson, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
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Bro.  Thomas  Jacobs, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Henry  J.  White, 

Grand  Marshal. 

Peter  A.  Keyser, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Adam  Maag, 

John  Franklin, 

Grand  Steward.' 

‘‘  Joseph  H.  Boswell, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Rev.  Bro.  John  Chambers  and 
‘‘  John  P.  Lundy, 

Grand  Chaplains. 

Bro.  John  M.  Read, 

Samuel  H.  Perkins, 

James  Page, 

“  Peter  Fritz, 

Henry  M.  Phillips, 

John  Thomson, 

“  David  C.  Skerrett, 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

‘‘  A.  M.  Pollock, 

‘‘  Geo.  H.  McCabe, 

‘‘  George  Sweeny, 

“  Samuel  M.  Mehard, 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 
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Right  Worshipful  Brother  Richard  Vaux, 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  New  York,  Illinois,  and  Washington 
Territory;  Right  Worshipful  William  H. 
Adams,  Grand  Representative  Grand  Lodge 
Missouri ;  Brother  Alfred  R.  Potter,  Grand 
Representative  of  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey. 

There  was  also  present  a  large  attendance 
of  the  Worshipful  Masters,  Wardens,  and 
Past  Masters  from  the  various  Lodges  under 
this  jurisdiction,  and  many  visiting  brethren. 

I 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample 
form  at  half-past  seven  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Past  Grand  Master  Brother  James  Page 
rose  and  addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows : 


Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master: — 

Like  Old  Mortality,  among  the 
decaying  tombstones  of  the  Cameronians,  in  his  efforts 
to  preserve  the  remembrance  of  the  Covenanters,  it 
seems  to  be  my  especial  but  sad  duty  to  revive  the  recol- 
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lections  of  many  of  our  dead,  by  referring  to  the  services 
and  virtues  of  our  deceased  Past  Grand  Masters,  and 
erecting  a  tablet  to  their  memory  on  the  records  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  so  that  they  shall  not  wholly  -pass  away 
and  be  forgotten  by  the  fraternity,  but  be  carried  down 
to  other  and  later  generations  of  our  noble  Order. 

One  who  was  in  attendance  at  our  last  Grand  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication,  when  I  was  called  upon  to  pay 
a  tribute  of  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Brother  the  Hon.  Geo.  M.  Dallas,  has 
also  gone  to  his  final  repose,  and  this  Grand  Lodge, 
which  has  so  often  seen  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
William  Whitney  here  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
will  never  again  listen  to  his  reports,  or  be  gratified  by 
his  clear  and  candid  explanations  of  our  financial  con¬ 
dition. 

So  it  has  been,  is,  and  will  ever  be.  Death  is  around 
and  about  us  at  all  times  and  in  all  seasons,  and  we  must 
look  for  such  announcements  as  I  now  make,  at  almost 
every  gathering  of  this  body,  for  some  time  to  come,  for 
nearly  all  of  our  Past  Grand  Masters  have  reached 
man’s  allotted  age,  and  some  have  gone  beyond  it. 

In  all  human  probability,  by  the  time  the  present  Junior 
Grand  Warden  shall  have  reached  the  Oriental  Chair,  all 
‘  the  present  Past  Grand  Masters  will  have  passed  away. 
Whose  turn  on  Death’s  Roll  Call  will  be  the  next,  it 
is  wisely  not  given  us  to  know,  but  we  do  know,  that 
sooner  or  later,  that  call  must  come,  that  last  great 
final  debt  be  paid. 

□  B 


Brother  Whitney  was  so  constant  an  attendant  here 
that  his  personal  appearance  and  manner  must  be  fami¬ 
liar  to  all.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  earnestness  he 
manifested  in  his  masonic  life,  and  perhaps  no  member 
of  the  Order  was  so  completely  disinterested  and  unsel¬ 
fish  as  he  was  in  his  adhesion  to  it.  He  had  no  aims  of 
a  personal  character  to  accomplish.  He  looked  to,  and 
strove  for  nothing  but  that  which  was  Masonic,  and  his 
great  desire  and  highest  ambition  were  to  be  useful  to 
the  Order.  He  was  somewhat  blunt,  but  ever  honest 
in  the  expression  of  his  opinions,  and,  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  several  high  positions  he  held  in  this 
Grand  Lodge,  no  one  ever  ventured  to  question  the 
sincerity  of  his  nature  or  the  purity  of  his  motives. 
He  was  in  all  he  thought,  said,  felt,  and  did,  emphati¬ 
cally  a  Mason ;  earnest,  rigid  and  determined,  but 
courteous,  kind,  and  charitable. 

I  offer  then,  as  a  proper  token  of  our  regard  for  his 
memory,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 


Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William  Whitney, 
was  born  in  Princeton,  Massachusetts,  on  the  loth  day 
of  February,  1799,  and  died  in  this  city  on  the  nth  day 
of  March,  1865.  He  came  to  Philadelphia  in  1818,  and 
was  for  some  years  a  clerk  in  the  well-known  house  of 
Wiggin  &  Whitney,  merchants.  He  went  to  Man¬ 
chester  in  England,  in  the  autumn  of  1824,  where  he 


remained  until  1828-29.  then  returned  to  this  city 

and  here  took  up  his  permanent  residence. 

Brother  Whitney  was  initiated  in  Rising  Star  Lodge, 
No.  126,  in  November,  1823,  Crafted  in  January,  1824, 
and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in 
March,  1824.  He  continued  with  the  Lodge  until 
April,  1831,  when  he  resigned.  The  Lodge  surrendered 
its  warrant  on  the  28th  January,  1834,  and  was  not 
revived  until  the  5th  day  of  April,  1848.  It  is  now  in  a 
flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

Brother  Whitney  did  not  long  remain  from  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Order,  for  in  January,  1833,  he  joined  Lodge 
No.  51,  and  remained  with  it  up  to  the  day  of  his 
lamented  decease.  He  was  elected  its  Senior  Warden 
in  1836;  Worshipful  Master  in  1837-38,  and  again  its 
Senior  Warden  in  1844,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1845, 
shewing  in  this  re-treading  of  the  path  he  had  gone 
before,  his  earnest  desire  to  aid  Masonry,  by  not  hesita¬ 
ting  in  the  discharge  of  any  duty  that  might  give  it 
strength  and  increase  its  usefulness.  He  was  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Relief  Fund  of  this  Lodge,  one  of  the 
best  managed,  most  substantial  and  fraternal  charities  of 
the  Order,  which  dispenses  its  blessings  in  never  failing 
streams,  and  in  so  quiet  and  delicate  a  way  as  to  spare 
the  feelings  of  the  most  sensitive  of  its  recipients. 

As  the  representative  of  Lodge  No.  51,  on  the  floor 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Brother  Whitney  was  ever  atten- 
tive  and  vigilant,  bringing  himself  prominently  into  notice 
and  securing  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Brethren. 


In  1843,  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  re¬ 

elected  in  1844;  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1845, 
re-elected  in  1846;  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  in 
1847,  re-elected  in  1848,  and  elected  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  in  1849,  re-elected  in  1850.  In  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  severally  appertaining  to  these 
offices,  he  was  punctual,  correct,  and  faithful,  giving  to 
the  interest  of  the  Craft  and  for  the  good  of  the  Order, 
the  energies  of  his  mind  and  the  devotion  of  his  heart. 
Among  the  more  prominent  acts  of  his  Grand  Master¬ 
ship  may  be  mentioned  the  funeral  ceremonies  attendant 
upon  the  re-interment  of  the  remains  of  Brother  Stephen 
Girard,  in  the  sarcophagus  prepared  for  their  reception, 
in  the  vestibule  of  the  magnificent  temple  founded  by 
his  munificence,  and  known  as  the  Girard  College  for 
Orphans;  a  building  rivalling  in  its  extent,  appearance, 
and  architectural  proportion  any  of  ancient  or  modern 
times.  This  re-interment  took  place  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1851,  in  the  presence  of  the  largest  gathering 
of  Masons  ever  assembled  on  any  similar  occasion. 
Lodges  from  all  parts  of  the  States  and  country  being 
represented.  The  procession  and  ceremonies  were  of 
the  most  interesting  character,  and  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  the  grandest  and  most  imposing  spectacle  ever 
beheld  in  our  city.  When  grouped  in  the  College 
grounds,  the  thousands  of  Brethren  arrayed  in  their  neat 
and  becoming  Masonic  attire,  with  their  plain  white 
aprons,  sashes  and  gloves,  presented  a  sight  so  simple  and 
yet  so  beautiful,  that  it  struck  every  one  as  a  fitting  type 


of  the  Order  itself,  and  left  a  most  pleasing  but  lasting 
impression  on  every  Masonic  heart. 

On  the  9th  day  of  October  following,  assisted  by  the 
Grand  Officers,  Brother  Whitney,  as  Grand  Master, 
dedicated  the  elegant  and  spacious  Masonic  Temple, 
erected  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  to  Masonry,  Virtue,  and 
Science.  On  this  occasion,  also,  there  was  a  procession 
in  which  over  five  hundred  of  the  Brethren  participated 
in  full  regalia. 

On  the  27th  day  of  December,  1855,  Brother  Whit¬ 
ney  was  appointed  on  one  of  our  most  important  com¬ 
mittees,  that  of  Finance,  acting  as  its  Chairman,  until 
death  put  an  end  to  his  Masonic  labours. 

At  the  last  Grand  Quarterly  Communication,  he  was 
present  for  a  short  time,  leaving  his  report  in  the  hands 
of  a  colleague,  being  compelled  to  retire  because  of 
the  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  disease,  which  was  so 
soon  to  end  his  mortal  career.  For  a  period  of  over 
nine  years,  having  charge  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  they  were  managed  by  him  with  marked 
fidelity  and  ability,  as  the  numerous  reports  submitted 
from  time  to  time  by  our  departed  Brother,  and  the  pre¬ 
sent  prosperous  condition  of  our  treasury,  will  abundantly 
attest.  In  the  management  of  our  Finances  Brother 
Whitney  exhibited  unusual  skill,  great  accuracy,  and  a 
clear  judgment,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  hold  his 
memory  in  grateful  remembrance. 

He  was  a  working  Mason — in  the  Lodge  careful  of 
its  forms  and  ceremonies,  and  out  of  it  alive  to  its  re¬ 
quirements,  being  at  all  times  influenced  by  the  spirit  of 


a  true  fellowship  and  the  kindness  of  a  warm  brotherly 
heart.  This  Grand  Lodge  was  seldom  without  the 
benefit  of  his  presence,  and  his  advice  and  counsel  were 
always  freely  and  readily  given.  Fraternal  in  his  inter¬ 
course  with  the  Grand  Officers,  present  and  past,  there  is 
not  one  of  them  who  does  not  sincerely  regret  his  depar¬ 
ture  from  among  us,  and  who  is  not  ready  to  lay  upon 
his  tomb  the  evergreen  of  our  faith  and  hope.  We  con¬ 
sign  his  mortal  remains  to  the  home  appointed  for  all, 
consoled  by  the  reflection  that  there  is  a  Grand  Lodge 
that’s  Far  Awa’. 

“  Rest,  pilgrim  rest!  thy  journey  o’er, 

Immortal  life  begun ! 

Now  safely  reached  a  calmer  shore. 

Beyond  a  changing  sun.” 

In  remembrance  of  the  worth  and  works  of  our  de¬ 
parted  Brother, 


Therefore  be  it — 

Resolved^  That,  this  Grand  Lodge  receives  with  pro¬ 
found  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  demise  of  its  late 
Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William  Whitney. 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  death  of  Brother  Whitney, 
our  community  has  lost  a  worthy  citizen  and  an  honor¬ 
able  man — this  Grand  Lodge  one  of  its  most  efficient  and 
useful  members,  and  the  Masonic  fraternity  a  Brother 
whose  example  was  full  of  instruction  and  worthy  of 
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imitation,  and  whose  services  were  of  great  benefit  to 
the  Craft  at  large. 

Resolved^  That,  while  the  Masonic  career  of  our  departed 
Brother  was  eminently  consistent,  and  faithfully  exempli¬ 
fied  the  happy  and  fraternal  principles  and  obligations 
of  our  Order,  his  conduct  as  a  man  was  no  less  praise¬ 
worthy  and  acceptable,  having  in  all  his  civil  and  social 
relations  conscientiously  discharged  his  duty. 

Resolved^  That,  in  this  dispensation  of  Providence  we 
see  the  admonition  which  is  ever  recurring,  and  while  we 
lament  it,  and  deeply  sympathize  with  those  who  were 
near  and  dear  to  the  deceased,  in  their  sad  bereavement, 
it  is  our  duty  not  to  murmur  at  the  Divine  Will,  but  to 
profit  by  the  lesson  which  it  so  solemnly  teaches,  and  so 
to  order  our  temporal  affairs,  that  when  the  time  cometh 
which  no  man  knoweth,  we  may  be  ready  for  the  great 
change. 

Resolved^  That,  in  further  testimony  of  our  respect, 
the  hangings  and  furniture  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be 
clothed  in  mourning  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and 
that  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent  to  all  the 
Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  several  Grand 
Lodges,  and  also  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

I 

The  Resolutions  having  been  seconded, 
the  Grand  Treasurer  Past  Grand  Master 

■  H 
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Brother  Peter  Williamson,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Grand  Lodge,  as  follows : 


I  feel  constrained,  Right  Worshipful  Sir,  by  a  pro¬ 
found  sense  of  respect  for  the  character  of  our  lamented 
Brother  Past  Grand  Master  Whitney,  to  offer  a  feeble 
tribute  to  his  memory,  and  also  to  evidence  a  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  sentiments  which  are  no  less  justly 
than  eloquently  expressed  in  the  resolutions. 

From  long  acquaintance  and  much  personal  inter¬ 
course,  I  knew  him  well  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  Mason  ; 
he  was  always  kind  and  affable  and  ever  open  to  con¬ 
viction  ;  and  when  convinced  of  the  right,  he  displayed 
an  honesty  of  purpose  and  determination  of  character, 
which  no  consideration  of  mere  policy  or  popular  ap¬ 
plause  could  induce  him  to  compromise  or  swerve  him 
from  the  strict  line  of  duty  ;  he  was  manly  and  generous, 
ever  ready  to  espouse  the  cause  of  a  friend,  and  as  free  to 
forgive,  as  to  claim  forgiveness  for  unintentional  offences. 
By  his  death  the  Grand  Lodge  has  lost  a  valued  and 
efficient  member,  one  who  was  never  unmindful  of  its 
interest  or  indifferent  to  its  labor — society  a  good  citizen, 
and  many  here  assembled  a  warm  friend  and  most 
estimable  associate. 

To  mourn  his  loss  Right  Worshipful  Sir,  is  but  natu¬ 
ral,  yet  our  sorrow  must  yield  to  the  hope  that  he  rests 
in  peace. 


The  question  being  taken  on  the  Pre- 


were  unani- 


amble  and  Resolutions,  they 
mously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS, 

Grand  Secretary, 


